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130th General Assembly
Regular Session . B. No.
2013-2014

A BILL

To amend sections 3501.01, 3513.052, 3513.10,
3513.261, 3515.01, 3515.011, 3515.03, and 3515.14,
to enact sections 3505.041, 3513.011, and 3513.081
and to repeal sections 3513.16 and 3513.28 of the
Reviged Code to provide for judicial retention

elections.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF OHIO:

Section 1. That sections 3501.01, 3513.052, 3513.10,
3513.261, 3515.01, 3515.011, 3515.03, and 3515.14 be amended and
sections 3505.041, 3513.011, and 3513.081 of the Revised Code be

enacted to read as follows:

Sec. 3501.01. As used in the sections of the Revised Code

relating to elections and political communications:

(A) "General election" means the election held on the first

Tuesday after the first Monday in each November.

(B) "Regular municipal election" means the election held on
the first Tuesday after the first Monday in November in each

odd-numbered year.

(C) "Regular state election" means the election held on the
first Tuesday after the first Monday in November in each

even-numbered year.
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(D) "Special election" means any election other than those
elections defined in other divisions of this section. A special
election may be held only on the first Tuesday after the first
Monday in February, May, August, or November, or on the day
authorized by a particular municipal or county charter for the
holding of a primary election, except that in any year in which a
presidential primary election is held, no special election shall
be held in February or May, except as authorized by a municipal or
county charter, but may be held on the first Tuesday after the

first Monday in March.

(E) (1) "Primary" or "primary election" means an election held
for the purpose of nominating persons as candidates of political
parties for election to offices, and for the purpose of electing
persons as members of the controlling committees of political
parties and as delegates and alternates to the conventions of
political parties. Primary elections shall be held on the first
Tuesday after the first Monday in May of each year except in years

in which a presidential primary election is held.

(2) "Presidential primary election" means a primary election
as defined by division (E) (1) of this section at which an election
is held for the purpose of choosing delegates and alternates to
the national conventions of the major political parties pursuant
to section 3513.12 of the Revised Code. Unless otherwise
specified, presidential primary elections are included in
references to primary elections. In years in which a presidential
primary election is held, all primary elections shall be held on
the first Tuesday after the first Monday in March except as

otherwise authorized by a municipal or county charter.

(F) "Political party" means any group of voters meeting the
requirements set forth in section 3517.01 of the Revised Code for

the formation and existence of a political party.

(1) "Major political party" means any political party
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organized under the laws of this state whose candidate for
governor or nominees for presidential electors received not less
than twenty per cent of the total vote cast for such office at the

most recent regular state election.

(2) "Minor political party" means any political party
organized under the laws of this state that meets either of the

following requirements:

(a) Except as otherwise provided in this division, the
political party's candidate for governor or nominees for
presidential electors received less than twenty per cent but not
less than three per cent of the total vote cast for such office at
the most recent regular state election. A political party that
meets the requirements of this division remains a political party

for a period of four years after meeting those requirements.

(b) The political party has filed with the secretary of
state, subsequent to its failure to meet the requirements of
division (F) (2) (a) of this section, a petition that meets the

requirements of section 3517.01 of the Revised Code.

A newly formed political party shall be known as a minor
political party until the time of the first election for governor
or president which occurs not less than twelve months subsequent
to the formation of such party, after which election the status of
such party shall be determined by the vote for the office of

governor or president.

(G) "Dominant party in a precinct" or "dominant political
party in a precinct" means that political party whose candidate
for election to the office of governor at the most recent regular
state election at which a governor was elected received more votes
than any other person received for election to that office in such

precinct at such election.

(H) "Candidate" means any qualified person certified in
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accordance with the provisions of the Revised Code for placement
on the official ballot of a primary, general, or special election
to be held in this state, or any qualified person who claims to be
a write-in candidate, or who knowingly assents to being
represented as a write-in candidate by another at either a

primary, general, or special election to be held in this state.

(I) "Independent candidate" means any candidate who claims
not to be affiliated with a political party, and whose name has
been certified on the office-type ballot at a general or special
election through the filing of a statement of candidacy and
nominating petition, as prescribed in section 3513.257 of the

Revised Code.

(J) "Nonpartisan candidate" means any candidate whose name is
required, pursuant to section 3505.04 of the Revised Code, to be
listed on the nonpartisan ballot, including all candidates for
judicial office except those running in a retention election, for
member of any board of education, for municipal or township
offices in which primary elections are not held for nominating
candidates by political parties, and for offices of municipal
corporations having charters that provide for separate ballots for

elections for these offices.

(K) "Party candidate" means any candidate who claims to be a
member of a political party and who has been certified to appear
on the office-type ballot at a general or.special election as the
nominee of a political party because the candidate has won the
primary election of the candidate's party for the public office
the candidate seeks, has been nominated under section 3517.012, or
is selected by party committee in accordance with section 3513.31

of the Revised Code.

(L) "Officer of a political party" includes, but is not
limited to, any member, elected or appointed, of a controlling

committee, whether representing the territory of the state, a
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district therein, a county, township, a city, a ward, a precinct,

or other territory, of a major or minor political party.

(M) "Question or issue" means any question or issue certified
in accordance with the Revised Code for placement on an official

ballot at a general or special election to be held in this state.

(N) "Electoxr" or "qualified elector" means a person having

the qualifications provided by law to be entitled to vote.
(0) "Voter" means an elector who votes at an election.

(P) "Voting residence" means that place of residence of an
elector which shall determine the precinct in which the elector

may vote.

(Q) "Precinct" means a district within a county established
by the board of elections of such county within which all
qualified electors having a voting residence therein may vote at

the same polling place.

(R) "Polling place" means that place provided for each
precinct at which the electors having a voting residence in such

precinct may vote.

(S) "Board" or "board of elections" means the board of
elections appointed in a county pursuant to section 3501.06 of the

Revised Code.

(T) "Political subdivision" means a county, township, city,

village, or school district.

(U) "Election officer" or "election official" means any of

the following:
(1) Secretary of state;

(2) Employees of the secretary of state serving the division
of elections in the capacity of attorney, administrative officer,
administrative assistant, elections administrator, office manager,

or clerical supervisor;
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(3) Director of a board of elections;

(4) Deputy director of a board of elections;
(5) Member of a board of elections;

(6) Employees of a board of elections;

(7) Precinct election officials;

(8) Employees appointed by the boards of elections on a

temporary or part-time basis.

(V) "Acknowledgment notice" means a notice sent by a board of
elections, on a form prescribed by the secretary of state,
informing a voter registration applicant or an applicant who
wishes to change the applicant's residence or name of the status
of the application; the information necessary to complete or
update the application, if any; and if the application is

complete, the precinct in which the applicant is to vote.

(W) "Confirmation notice" means a notice sent by a board of
elections, on a form prescribed by the secretary of state, to a
registered elector to confirm the registered elector's current

address.

(X) "Designated agency" means an office or agency in the
state that provides public assistance or that provides
state-funded programs primarily engaged in providing services to
persons with disabilities and that is required by the National
Voter Registration Act of 1993 to implement a program designed and
administered by the secretary of state for registering voters, or
any other public or government office or agency that implements a
program designed and administered by the secretary of state for
registering voters, including the department of job and family
services, the program administered under section 3701.132 of the
Revised Code by the department of health, the department of mental

health and addiction services, the department of developmental
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disabilities, the opportunities for Ohiocans with disabilities
agency, and any other agency the secretary of state designates.
"Designated agency" does not include public high schools and
vocational schools, public libraries, or the office of a county

treasurer.

(Y) "National Voter Registration Act of 1993" means the
"National Voter Registration Act of 1993," 107 stat. 77, 42

U.S.C.A. 1973gg.

(Z) "Voting Rights Act of 1965" means the "Voting Rights Act

of 1965," 79 Stat. 437, 42 U.S.C.A. 1973, as amended.

(AR) "Photo identification" means a document that meets each

of the following reguirements:

(1) It shows the name of the individual to whom it was
issued, which shall conform to the name in the poll list or

gsignature pollbook.

(2) It shows the current address of the individual to whom it
was issued, which shall conform to the address in the poll list or
signature pollbook, except for a driver's license or a state
identification card issued under section 4507.50 of the Revised
Code, which may show either the current or former address of the
individual to whom it was issued, regardless of whether that
address conforms to the address in the poll list or signature

pollbook.

(3) It shows a photograph of the individual to whom it was

issued.
(4) It includes an expiration date that has not passed.

(5) It was issued by the government of the United States or

this state.

(BB) "Retention election" means an election to determine

whether the incumbent of a judicial office who is serving a full
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term shall be retained for another term.

Sec. 3505.041. Candidates for retention in a judicial office

shall be listed on the judicial retention ballot. The ballot shall

have printed across the top. and below the stub, "Official

Judicial ention Ballot." S district, count an unicipal

judicial offices ghall be listed in that order.

Within the rectangular space within which the title of each

judicial office is printed on the ballot and immediately below the
title shall be printed the candidate's name; age as of the date of

the election; political preference, indicated by the words

"Political preference: ......... [(name of party or nonpartisan)";:

and total vears of service as a judge, magistrate, or referee,

which mayv be noncongecutive, rounded off to the nearest whole

number as of the date of commencement of the term of office. There

shall then follow: "Full term commencing (date) ......... ", There
shall then follow the estion, "Shall ......... name of
candidate) be retained in office for ......... (number of years of

applicable term) years?

ie... no"

If two or more candidates are on the ballot for a particular

court, the names on the ballot shall be preceded by the

ingtruction: "Judges seeking retention do NOT run against each

other. You may vote YES or NO for EACH CANDIDATE."

If the number of votes cagt in favor of a candidate's

retenti exceeds t umber votes cast against the candidate's

retention, the candidate shall continue in office until the

expiration of the term for which the candidate was retained. If

the number of votes cast in favor of a candidate's retention does

not exceed the number of votes cast against the candidate's
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retention, the office to which the candidate sought election shall

be considered vacant on the date in the vear following the
election on which the next full term of office begins.

Sec. 3513.011. Except for sections 3513.052, 3513.081,
3513.10, and 3513.261 of the Reviged Code, this chapter does not

apply to retention elections for judicial office.

Sec. 3513.052. (A) No person shall seek nomination or
election to any of the following offices or positions at the same

election by filing a declaration of candidacy and petition, a

declaration of judicial retention candidacy, a declaration of

intent to be a write-in candidate, or a nominating petition, or by

becoming a candidate through party nomination in a primary
election, or by the filling of a vacancy under section 3513.30 or

3513.31 of the Revised Code:
(1) Two or more state offices;
(2) Two or more county offices;
(3) A state office and a county office;
(4) A federal office and a state or county office;

(5) Any combination of two or more municipal or township
offices, positions as a member of a city, local, or exempted
village board of education, or positions as a member of a

governing board of an educational service center.

(B) The secretary of state or a board of elections shall not
accept for filing a declaration of candidacy and petition, a
declaration of judicial retention candidacy, a declaration of
intent to be a write-in candidate, or a nominating petition of a
person seeking to become a candidate if that person, for the same
election, has already filed a declaration of candidacy, a

declaration of intent to be a write-in candidate, or a nominating
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petition, or has become a candidate through party nomination at a
primary election or by the filling of a vacancy under section

3513.30 or 3513.31 of the Revised Code for:

(1) Any federal, state, or county office, if the declaration
of candidacy, a declaration of judicial retention candidacy,
declaration of intent to be a write-in candidate, or nominating

petition is for a state or county office;

(2) Any municipal or township office, or for member of a
city, local, or exempted village board of education, or for member
of a governing board of an educational service center, if the
declaration of candidacy, a declaration of judicial retention
candidacy, declaration of intent to be a write-in candidate, or
nominating petition is for a municipal or township office, or for
member of a city, local, or exempted village board of education,
or for member of a governing board of an educational service

center.

(C) (1) If the secretary of state determines, before the day
of the primary election, that a person is seeking nomination to
more than one office at that election in violation of division (A)
of this section, the secretary of state shall do one of the

following:

(a) If each office or the district for each office for which
the person is seeking nomination is wholly within a single county
and none of those offices is a federal office, the secretary of
state shall notify the board of elections of that county. The
board then shall determine the date on which the person first
sought to become a candidate for each of those offices by filing a
declaration of candidacy or a declaration of intent to be a
write-in candidate or by the filling of a vacancy under section
3513.30 of the Revised Code. The board shall vote promptly to
disqualify that person as a candidate for each office for which

the person sought to become a candidate after the date on which
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the person first sought to become a candidate for any of those
offices. If the board determines that the person sought to become
a candidate for more than one of those offices on the game date,
the board shall vote promptly to disqualify that person as a
candidate for each office that would be listed on the ballot below
the highest office for which that person seeks nomination,
according to the ballot order prescribed under section 3505.03 of

the Revised Code.

(b) If one or more of the offices for which the person is
seeking nomination is a state office or an office with a district
larger than a single county and none of the offices for which the
person is seeking nomination is a federal office, the secretary of
state shall determine the date on which the person first sought to
become a candidate for each of those offices by filing a
declaration of candidacy or a declaration of intent to be a
write-in candidate or by the filling of a vacancy under section
3513.30 of the Revised Code. The secretary of state shall order
the board of elections of each county in which the person is
seeking to appear on the ballot to disqualify that person as a
candidate for each office for which the person sought to become a
candidate after the date on which the person first sought to
become a candidate for any of those offices. If the secretary of
state determines that the person sought to become a candidate for
more than one of those offices on the same date, the secretary of
state shall order the board of elections of each county in which
the person is seeking to appear on the ballot to disqualify that
person as a candidate for each office that would be listed on the
ballot below the highest office for which that person seeks
nomination, according to the ballot order prescribed under section
3505.03 of the Revised Code. Each board of elections so notified
shall vote promptly to disqualify the person as a candidate in

accordance with the order of the secretary of state.
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(¢) If each office or the district for each office for which
the person is seeking nomination is wholly within a single county
and any of those offices is a federal office, the secretary of
state shall notify the board of elections of that county. The
board then shall vote promptly to disqualify that person as a

candidate for each office that is not a federal office.

(d) If one or more of the offices for which the person is
seeking nomination is a state office and any of the offices for
which the person is seeking nomination is a federal office, the
secretary of state shall order the board of elections of each
county in which the person is seeking to appear on the ballot to
disqualify that person as a candidate for each office that is not
a federal office. Each board of elections so notified shall vote
promptly to disqualify the person as a candidate in accordance

with the order of the secretary of state.

(2) If a board of electionsg determines, before the day of the
primary election, that a person is seeking nomination to more than
one office at that election in violation of division (A) of this

section, the board shall do one of the following:

(a) If each office or the district for each office for which
the person is seeking nomination is wholly within that county and
none of those offices is a federal office, the board shall
determine the date on which the person first sought to become a
candidate for each of those offices by filing a declaration of
candidacy or a declaration of intent to be a write-in candidate or
by the filling of a vacancy under section 3513.30 of the Revised
Code. The board shall vote promptly to disqualify that person as a
candidate for each office for which the person sought to become a
candidate after the date on which the person first sought to
become a candidate for any of those offices. If the board
determines that the person sought to become a candidate for more

than one of those offices on the same date, the board shall vote
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promptly to disqualify that person as a candidate for each office
that would be listed on the ballot below the highest office for
which that person seeks nomination, according to the ballot order

prescribed under section 3505.03 of the Revised Code.

(b) If one or more of the offices for which the person is
seeking nomination is a state office or an office with a district
larger than a single county and none of the offices for which the
person is seeking nomination is a federal office, the board shall
notify the secretary of state. The secretary of state then shall
determine the date on which the person first sought to become a
candidate for each of those offices by filing a declaration of
candidacy or a declaration of intent to be a write-in candidate or
by the filling of a vacancy under section 3513.30 of the Revised
Code. The secretary of state shall order the board of elections of
each county in which the person is seeking to appear on the ballot
to disqualify that person as a candidate for each office for which
the person sought to become a candidate after the date on which
the person first sought to become a candidate for any of those
offices. If the secretary of state determines that the person
sought to become a candidate for more than one of those offices on
the same date, the secretary of state shall order the board of
elections of each county in which the person is seeking to appear
on the ballot to disqualify that person as a candidate for each
office that would be listed on the ballot below the highest office
for which that person seeks nomination, according to the ballot
order prescribed under section 3505.03 of the Revised Code. Each
board of elections so notified shall vote promptly to disqualify
the person as a candidate in accordance with the order of the

secretary of state.

(c) If each office or the district for each office for which
the person is seeking nomination is wholly within a single county

and any of those offices is a federal office, the board shall vote
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promptly to disqualify that person as a candidate for each office

that is not a federal office.

(d) If one or more of the offices for which the person is
seeking nomination is a state office and any of the offices for
which the person is seeking nomination is a federal office, the
board shall notify the secretary of state. The secretary of state
then shall order the board of elections of each county in which
the person is seeking to appear on the ballot to disqualify that
person ag a candidate for each office that is not a federal
office. Each board of elections so notified shall vote promptly to
disqualify the person as a candidate in accordance with the oxder

of the secretary of state.

(D) (1) If the secretary of state determines, after the day of
the primary election and before the day of the general election,
that a person is seeking election to more than one office at that
election in violation of division (A) of this section, the

secretary of state shall do one of the following:

(a) If each office or the district for each office for which
the person is seeking election is wholly within a single county
and none of those offices is a federal office, the secretary of
state shall notify the board of elections of that county. The
board then shall determine the offices for which the person seeks
to appear as a candidate on the ballot. The board shall vote
promptly to disqualify that person as a candidate for each office
that would be listed on the ballot below the highest office for
which that person seeks election, according to the ballot order
prescribed under section 3505.03 of the Revised Code. If the
person sought nomination at a primary election and has not yet
been issued a certificate of nomination, the board shall not issue
that certificate for that person for any office that would be
listed on the ballot below the highest office for which that

person seeks election, according to the ballot order prescribed
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under section 3505.03 of the Revised Code.

(b) If one or more of the offices for which the person is
seeking election is a state office or an office with a district
larger than a single county and none of the offices for which the
person is seeking election is a federal office, the secretary of
state shall promptly investigate and determine the offices for
which the person seeks to appear as a candidate on the ballot. The
secretary of state shall order the board of elections of each
county in which the person is seeking to appear on the ballot to
disqualify that person as a candidate for each office that would
be listed on the ballot below the highest office for which that
person seeks election, according to the ballot order prescribed
under section 3505.03 of the Revised Code. Each board of elections
so notified shall vote promptly to disqualify the person as a
candidate in accordance with the order of the secretary of state.
If the person sought nomination at a primary election and has not
yet been issued a certificate of nomination, the board shall not
issue that certificate for that person for any office that would
be listed on the ballot below the highest office for which that
person seeks election, according to the ballot order prescribed

under section 3505.03 of the Revised Code.

(c) If each office or the district for each office for which
the person is seeking election is wholly within a single county
and any of those offices is a federal office, the secretary of
state shall notify the board of elections of that county. The
board then shall vote promptly to disqualify that person as a
candidate for each office that is not a federal office. If the
person sought nomination at a primary election and has not yet
been issued a certificate of nomination, the board shall not issue
that certificate for that person for any office that is not a

federal office.

(d) If one or more of the offices for which the person is
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seeking election is a state office and any of the offices for
which the person is seeking election is a federal office, the
secretary of state shall order the board of elections of each
county in which the person is seeking to appear on the ballot to
disqualify that person as a candidate for each office that is not
a federal office. Each board of elections so notified shall vote
promptly to disqualify the person as a candidate in accordance
with the order of the secretary of state. If the person sought
nomination at a primary election and has not yet been issued a
certificate of nomination, the board shall not issue that
certificate for that person for any office that is not a federal

office.

(2) If a board of elections determines, after the day of the
primary election and before the day of the general election, that
a person is seeking election to more than one office at that
election in violation of division (&) of this section, the board

of elections shall do one of the following:

(a) If each office or the district for each office for which
the person is seeking election is wholly within that county and
none of those offices is a federal office, the board shall
determine the offices for which the person seeks to appear as a
candidate on the ballot. The board shall vote promptly to
disqualify that person as a candidate for each office that would
be listed on the ballot below the highest office for which that
person seeks election, according to the ballot order prescribed
under section 3505.03 of the Revised Code. If the person sought
nomination at a primary election and has not yet been issued a
certificate of nomination, the board shall not issue that
certificate for that person for any office that would be listed on
the ballot below the highest office for which that person seeks
election, according to the ballot order prescribed under section

3505.03 of the Revised Code.
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(b) If one or more of the offices for which the person is
seeking election is a state office or an office with a district
larger than a single county and none of the offices for which the
person is seeking election is a federal office, the board shall
notify the secretary of state. The secretary of state promptly
shall investigate and determine the offices for which the person
seeks to appear as a candidate on the ballot. The secretary of
state shall order the board of elections of each county in which
the person is seeking to appear on the ballot to disqualify that
person as a candidate for each office that would be listed on the
ballot below the highest office for which that person seeks
election, according to the ballot order prescribed under section
3505.03 of the Revised Code. Each board of elections so notified
shall vote promptly to disqualify the person as a candidate in
accordance with the order of the secretary of state. If the person
sought nomination at a primary election and has not yet been
igsued a certificate of nomination, the board shall not issue that
certificate for that person for any office that would be listed on
the ballot below the highest office for which that person seeks
election, according to the ballot order prescribed under section

3505.03 of the Revised Code.

(c) If each office or the district for each office for which
the person is seeking election is wholly within that county and
any of those offices is a federal office, the board shall vote
promptly to disqualify that person as a candidate for each office
that is not a federal office. If the person sought nomination at a
primary election and has not yet been issued a certificate of
nomination, the board shall not issue that certificate for that

person for any office that is not a federal office.

(d) If one or more of the offices for which the person is
seeking election is a state office and any of the offices for

which the person is seeking election is a federal office, the
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board shall notify the secretary of state. The secretary of state
shall order the board of electiong of each county in which the
person is seeking to appear on the ballot to disqualify that
person as a candidate for each office that is not a federal
office. Each board of elections so notified shall vote promptly to
disqualify the person as a candidate in accordance with the order
of the secretary of state. If the person sought nomination at a
primary election and has not yet been issued a certificate of
nomination, the board shall not issue that certificate for that

person for any office that is not a federal office.

(E) When a person is disqualified as a candidate under
division (C) or (D) of this section, on or before the seventieth
day before the day of the applicable election, the board of
elections shall remove the person's name from the ballot for any
office for which that person has been disqualified as a candidate
according to the directions of the secretary of state. When a
person is disqualified as a candidate under division (C) or (D) of
this section after the seventieth day before the day of the
applicable election, the board of elections shall not remove the
person's name from the ballot for any office for which that person
has been disqualified as a candidate. The board of elections shall
post a notice at each polling location on the day of the
applicable election, and shall enclose with each absent voter's
ballot given or mailed after the candidate is disqualified, a
notice that votes for the person for the office for which the
person has been disqualified as a candidate will be void and will
not be counted. If the name is not removed from the ballots before
the day of the election, the votes for the disqualified candidate

are void and shall not be counted.

(F) Any vacancy created by the disqualification of a person
as a candidate under division (C) or (D) of this section may be

filled in the manner provided for in sections 3513.30 and 3513.31
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of the Revised Code.

(@) Nothing in this section or section 3513.04, 3513.041,
3513.05, 3513.251, 3513.253, 3513.254, 3513.255, 3513.257,
3513.259, or 3513.261 of the Revised Code prohibits, and the

secretary of state or a board of elections shall not disqualify, a

person from being a candidate for an office, if that person timely

withdraws as a candidate for any offices specified in division (A)
of this section for which that person first sought to become a
candidate by filing a declaration of candidacy and petition, a
declaration of intent to be a write-in candidate, or a nominating
petition, by party nomination in a primary election, or by the
filling of a vacancy under section 3513.30 or 3513.31 of the

Revised Code.
(H) As used in this section:

(1) "State office" means the offices of governor, lieutenant
governor, secretary of state, auditor of state, treasurer of
state, attorney general, member of the state board of education,
member of the general assembly, chief justice of the supreme

court, and justice of the supreme court.
(2) "Timely withdraws" means either of the following:

(a) Withdrawing as a candidate before the applicable deadline
for filing a declaration of candidacy, declaration of intent to be
a write-in candidate, or nominating petition for the subsequent
office for which the person is seeking to become a candidate at

the same election;

(b) Withdrawing as a candidate before the applicable deadline
for the filling of a vacancy under section 3513.30 or 3513.31 of
the Revised Code, if the person is seeking to become a candidate
for a subsequent office at the same election under either of those

sections.
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Sec. 3513.081. (A) Fach person who is serving a full term in

the office of chief justice or justice of the supreme court or

judage of a court of appeals, court of common pleas, probate court,

or another court egtablished by law and who intends to seek

reelection at a retention election shall file a declaration of

dudicial retention candidacy for the office, signed by the person,

not later than four p.m. of the one hundred twentieth day before

the dayv of the primarv election for other offices. If the person

igs the chief justice or a justice of the supreme court, the person

shall file the declaration with the secretary of state. If the

declaration of judicial retention candidacy is of one that is to

be submitted only to electors within a county, or within a

district or subdivision or part thereof smaller than a county, the

person shall file the declaration with the board of elections of

the county. If the declaration of judicial retention candidacy is

of one that ig to be submitted only to electors of a district or

subdivision or part thereof that is situated in more than one

countv, the pergson shall file the declaration with the board of

elections of the county within which the major portion of the

population thereof, as ascertained by the most recent federal

census, ig located.

(B) If two or more judges of the same court are to be elected

at any one election, a person who files a declaration of judicial

retenti andidac in addition to designating in the declaration

the office the person seeks to retain, shall designate the term of

that office by stating in the declaration the following: "Full

term commencing ............ (date) ........ ",

(C) A declaration of judicial retention candidacy shall

include the candidate's political preference in three or fewer

words as the candidate wishes the preference to appear on the

ballot. The preference may be for a political party or

"nonpartisan." The declaration shall also state the total number
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of yvears the candidate has served as a judge, magistrate, oxr

referee in anv court of law and the age of the candidate asg of the

date of the election.

(D) A declaration of judicial retention candidacy may be
filed only by an incumbent judge who is serving a full term of

office and is seeking retention in the judicial office currently

held by the judge.

(E) A declaration of judicial retention candidacy filed undex
this section shall not be accompanied by a petition. The secretary
of state shall pregcribe the form of the declaration.

(F)_If the secretary of state or a board of elections
receives a valid declaration of judicial retention candidacy from
a judicial officeholder under divigion (A) of this section, the
secretary of gtate or board of elections shall not accept a

declaration of candidacy., nominating petition, or declaration of
intent to be a write-in candidate from any other person for that

office at that election, and the election shall be conducted as a
judicial retention election. If no such declaration of judicial

retention candidacy ig filed, nominations and elections ghall be

conducted as required nonretention elections for the office.

Sec. 3513.10. (A) At the time of filing a declaration of
candidacy for nomination oxr retention for any office, or a
declaration of intent to be a write-in candidate, each candidate,
except joint candidates for governor and lieutenant governor,

shall pay a fee as follows:

For statewide office $100
For court of appeals judge $ 50
For court of common pleas judge $ 50
For county court judge $ 50
For municipal court judge $ 50

For district office, including member

Page 21

615
616
617

618
619
620
621

622
623
624

625
626
627
628
629
630
631
632
633
634

635
636
637
638
639
640
641
642
643
644
645



. B. No.

LSC 130 1861-2
of the United States house of
representatives and member of the
general assembly
For county office
For city office
For village office
For township office
For member of state board of education
For member of local, city, or
exempted village board of education
or educational service center

governing board

At the time of filing a declaration of candidacy or a
declaration of intent to be a write-in candidate for the offices
of governor and lieutenant governor, the joint candidates shall

jointly pay to the secretary of state a fee of one hundred

dollars.

(B) (1) At the same time the fee required under division (A)

of this section is paid, each candidate shall pay an additional

fee as follows:
For the joint candidates for governor
and lieutenant governor
For statewide office
For district office, including member
of the United States house of
representatives and member of the
general assembly
For member of state board of education
For court of appeals judge
For court of common pleas judge
For county court judge

For municipal court judge

“r 4 4 A i

$

<« N I 4 4

50
50
20
10
10
20

10

50
50

35
35
30
30
30
30
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For county office $ 30
For city office $ 25
For village office $ 20
For township office $ 20
For member of local, city,

or exempted village board of education

or educational service center

governing board $ 20

(2) Whoever seeks to propose a ballot question or issue to be
submitted to the electors shall pay the following fee at the time

the petition proposing the question or issue is filed:

(a) If the question or issue is to be submitted to the

electors throughout the entire state, twenty-five dollars;

(b) If the question or issue is to be submitted to the
electors of a county or of a district that consists of all or part
of two or more counties but less than the entire state, fifteen

dollars;

(c) If the question or issue is to be submitted to the

electors of a city, twelve dollars and fifty cents;

(d) If the question or issue is to be submitted to the
electors of a village, a township, a local, city, county, or
exempted village school district, a precinct, or another district

consisting of less than an entire county, ten dollars.

(C) No fee shall be required of candidates filing for the
office of delegate or alternate to the national convention of
political parties, member of the state central committee of a
political party, or member of the county central committee of a

political party.

(D) All fees required under division (A) of this section
immediately shall be paid by the officer receiving them into the

state treasury to the credit of the general revenue fund, in the
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case of fees received by the secretary of state, and into the
county treasury to the credit of the county general fund, in the

case of fees received by a board of elections.

(E) The officer who receives a fee required under division
(B) of this section immediately shall pay the fee to the credit of
the Ohio elections commission fund created by division (I) of

gection 3517.152 of the Revised Code.

(F) (1) In no case shall a fee paid under this section be

returned to a candidate.

(2) Whenever a section of law refers to a filing fee to be
paid by a candidate or by a committee proposing a ballot question
or issue to be submitted to the electors, that fee includes the

fees required under divisions (A) and (B) of this section.

(@) As used in divisions (A) and (B) of this section,
"statewide office" means the office of secretary of state, auditor
of state, treasurer of state, attorney general, justice and chief
justice of the supreme court, and member of the United States

senate.

Sec. 3513.261. A nominating petition may consist of one or
more separate petition papers, each of which shall be
substantially in the form prescribed in this section. If the
petition consists of more than one separate petition paper, the
statement of candidacy of the candidate or joint candidates named
need be signed by the candidate or joint candidates on only one of
such separate petition papers, but the statement of candidacy so
signed shall be copied on each other separate petition paper
before the signatures of electors are placed on it. Each
nominating petition containing signatures of electors of more than
one county shall consgist of separate petition papers each of which
shall contain signatures of electors of only one county; provided

that petitions containing signatures of electors of more than one
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county shall not thereby be declared invalid. In case petitions
containing signatures of electors of more than one county are
filed, the board of elections shall determine the county from
which the majority of the signatures came, and only signatures
from this county shall be counted. Signatures from any other

county shall be invalid.

All signatures on nominating petitions shall be written in

ink or indelible pencil.

At the time of filing a nominating petition, the candidate
designated in the nominating petition, and joint candidates for
governor and lieutenant governor, shall pay to the election
officials with whom it is filed the fees specified for the office
under divisions (A) and (B) of section 3513.10 of the Revised
Code. The fees shall be disposed of by those election officials in
the manner that is provided in section 3513.10 of the Revised Code
for the disposition of other fees, and in no case shall a fee

required under that section be returned to a candidate.

candidates or joint candidates whose names are written on the
ballot, and who are elected, shall pay the same fees under section
3513.10 of the Revised Code that candidates who file nominating
petitions pay. Payment of these fees shall be a condition

precedent to the granting of their certificates of election.

Each nominating petition shall contain a statement of
candidacy that shall be signed by the candidate or joint
candidates named in it or by an attorney in fact acting pursuant
to gection 3501.382 of the Revised Code. Such statement of
candidacy shall contain a declaration made under penalty of
election falsification that the candidate desires to be a
candidate for the office named in it, and that the candidate is an

elector qualified to vote for the office the candidate seeks.

The form of the nominating petition and statement of
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candidacy shall be substantially as follows:
"STATEMENT OF CANDIDACY

1 (Name of candidate),
the undersigned, hereby declare under penalty of election
falgsification that my voting residence is in ................
.......... Precinct of the ................cc.v..... (Township) or
(Ward and City, or Village) in the county of ............... Ohio;
that my post-office address is ......... .. i,
(Street and Number, if any, or Rural Route and Number) of the
............................... (City, Village, or post office) of
.................... , Ohio; and that I am a qualified elector in
the precinct in which wmy voting residence is located. I hereby
declare that I desire to be a candidate for election to the office
of ... ... in the ... s:6 saw sws s s seves oe (State,

District, County, City, Village, Township, or School District) for

EhE it e e (Full term or unexpired
term ending ................ ) at the General Election to be held
on the ........... day of ... ... ... i

I further declare that I am an elector qualified to vote for

the office I seek. Dated this ....... day of s ¥ee sesaa wei s ;

..................................

(Signature of candidate)

WHOEVER COMMITS ELECTION FALSIFICATION IS GUILTY OF A FELONY
OF THE FIFTH DEGREE.

8 ., hereby constitute the
persons named below a committee to represent me:

Name Residence
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NOMINATING PETITION

We, the undersigned, qualified electors of the state of Chio,
whose voting residence is in the County, City, Village, Ward,
Township or Precinct set opposite our names, hereby nominate

.................... as a candidate for election to the office of

(State, District, County, City, Village, Township, oxr School
District) for the ................. (Full term or unexpired term
ending . ..v.ien e ) to be voted for at the general
election next hereafter to be held, and certify that this person
is, in our opinion, well qualified to perform the duties of the

office or position to which the person desires to be elected.

Street
Address
or R.F.D.
(Must use

address on City,

file with Village
the board of or Date of
Signature elections) Township Ward Precinct County Signing

...................................................................
...................................................................

........................... , declares under penalty of election
falsification that such person is a qualified elector of the state
of Ohio and resides at the address appearing below such person's
signature hereto; that such person is the circulator of the
foregoing petition paper containing ................ signatures;
that such person witnessed the affixing of every signature; that

all signers were to the best of such person's knowledge and belief
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qualified to sign; and that every signature is to the best of such
person's knowledge and belief the signature of the person whose
signature it purports to be or of an attorney in fact acting

pursuant to section 3501.382 of the Revised Code.

(Address of circulator's
permanent residence

in this state)

(If petition is for a statewide
candidate, the name and address
of person employing circulator

to circulate petition, if any)

WHOEVER COMMITS ELECTION FALSIFICATION IS GUILTY OF A FELONY

OF THE FIFTH DEGREE."

The secretary of state shall prescribe a form of nominating
petition for a group of candidates for the office of member of a
board of education, township office, and offices of municipal

corporations of under two thousand population.

The secretary of state shall prescribe a form of statement of
candidacy and nominating petition, which shall be substantially
similar to the form of statement of candidacy and nominating
petition set forth in this section, that will be suitable for
joint candidates for the offices of governor and lieutenant

governor.

If such petition nominates a candidate whose election is to
be determined by the electors of a county or a district or
subdivision within the county, it shall be filed with the board of
such county. If the petition nominates a candidate whose election

is to be determined by the voters of a subdivision located in more
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than one county, it shall be filed with the board of the county in
which the major portion of the population of such subdivision is

located.

If the petition nominates a candidate whose election is to be
determined by the electors of a district comprised of more than
one county but less than all of the counties of the state, it
shall be filed with the board of elections of the most populous
county in such district. If the petition nominates a candidate
whose election is to be determined by the electors of the state at

large, it shall be filed with the secretary of state.

The secretary of state or a board of elections shall not
accept for filing a nominating petition or a declaration of
judicial retention candidacy of a person seeking to become a
candidate if that person, for the same election, has already filed
a declaration of candidacy, or a declaration of judicial retention
candidacy, a declaration of intent to be a write-in candidate, or
a nominating petition, or has become a candidate through party
nomination at a primary election or by the filling of a vacancy
under section 3513.30 or 3513.31 of the Revised Code for any
federal, state, or county office, if the nominating petition or
declaration of judicial retention candidacy is for a state or
county office, or for any municipal or township office, for member
of a city, local, or exempted village board of education, or for
member of a governing board of an educational service center, if
the nominating petition or declaration of judicial retention
candidacy is for a municipal or township office, or for member of
a city, local, or exempted village board of education, or for

member of a governing board of an educational service center.

Sec. 3515.01. Any person for whom votes were cast in a
primary election for nomination as a candidate for election to an

office who was not declared nominated may file with the board of
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elections of a county a written application for a recount of the
votes cast at such primary election in any precinct in such county
for all persons for whom votes were cast in such precinct for such

nomination.

Any person who was a candidate at a general, special, or
primary election for election to an office or pestien position who
was not declared elected may file with the board of a county a
written application for a recount of the votes cast at such
election in any precinct in such county for all candidates for
election to such office or position or, in the case of a judicial

retention election, the votes cast for and against retention.

Any group of five or more qualified electors may file with
the board of a county a written application for a recount of the
votes cast at an election in any precinct in such county upon any
question or issue, provided that the members of such group shall
state in such application either that they voted "Yes" or in favor
of such question or issue and that such question or issue was
declared defeated or rejected, or that they voted "No" or against
such question or issue and that such question or issue was
declared carried or adopted. Such group of electors shall, in such
application, designate one of the members of the group as ehairman
chairperson, and shall indicate therein the voting residence of
each member of such group. In all such applications the person
designated as chairman chairperson is the applicant for the
purposes of sections 3515.01 to 3515.07 of the Revised Code, and
all notices required by section 3515.03 of the Revised Code to be

given to an applicant for a recount shall be given to such person.

In the recount of absentee ballots that are tallied by county
instead of by precinct, as provided in section 3509.06 of the
Revised Code, the county shall be considered a separate precinct

for purposes of recounting such absentee ballots.
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Sec. 3515.011. If the number of votes cast in any county or
municipal election for the declared winning nominee, candidate,
question, or issue does not exceed the number of votes cast for
the declared defeated nominee, candidate, question, or issue or,
in the case of a judicial retention election, the number of votes
cast against the candidate by a margin of one-half of one per cent
or more of the total vote, the appropriate board of elections
shall order a recount which shall be conducted as provided in

sections 3515.04 and 3515.05 of the Revised Code.

If the number of votes cast in any district election for the
declared winning nominee, candidate, question, or issue does not
exceed the number of votes cast for the declared defeated nominee,
candidate, question, or issue or, in the case of a judicial
retention electi h of tes s inst the candidate
by a margin of one-half of one per cent or more of the total vote,
the secretary of state shall order a recount which shall be
conducted as provided in sections 3515.04 and 3515.05 of the

Revised Code.

If the number of votes cast in any statewide election for the
declared winning nominee, candidate, question, or issue or, in the

case of a judicial retention election, the number of votes cast
against the candidate does not exceed the number of votes cast for

the declared defeated nominee, candidate, question, or issue by a
margin of one-fourth of one per cent or more of the total vote,
the secretary of state shall order a recount which shall be
conducted as provided in sectionsg 3515.04 and 3515.05 of the

Revised Code.

Sec. 3515.03. Each application for recount shall separately
list each precinct as to which a recount of the votes is
requested, and the pergon filing the application shall, at the

same time, deposit with the board of elections fifty dollars in
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currency, bank money order, bank cashier's check, or certified
check for each precinct so listed as security for the payment of
charges for making the recount applied for, which charges shall be
fixed by the board as provided in section 3515.07 of the Revised
Code.

Upon the filing of an application, or upon declaration by the
board or secretary of state that the number of votes cast in any
election for the declared winning nominee, candidate, question, or

igsue does not exceed the number of votes cast for the defeated

nominee, candidate, question, or issue or, in the case of a
judicial retention election, the number of votes cast against the
candidate, by the margins set forth in section 3515.011 of the
Revised Code, the board shall promptly fix the time, method, and
the place at which the recount will be made, which time shall be
not later than ten days after the day upon which such application
is filed or such declaration is made. If the recount involves a
candidate for election to an office comprising more than one
county, the director of the board shall promptly mail notice of
the time and place for such recount to the board of the most
populous county of the district. If the contest involves a state
office, the director shall promptly notify the secretary of state

of the filing for such recount.

The director of the board shall mail notice of the time and
place so fixed to any applicant and to each person for whom votes
were cast for such nomination or election. Such notice shall be
mailed by certified mail not later than the fifth day before the
day fixed for the commencement of the recount. Persons entitled to
have such notice mailed to them may waive their right to have it
mailed by filing with the director a written waiver to that
effect. Each person entitled to receive such notice may attend and
observe the recount and may have any person whom the candidate

designates attend and observe the recount. At any time after a
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winning nominee or candidate is declared but before the time for a
recount pursuant to section 3515.011 of the Revised Code
commences, the declared losing nominee or candidate may file with
the board a written request to stop the recount from commencing.
In the case of more than one declared losing candidate or nominee,
each of whom is entitled to a recount pursuant to section 3515.011
of the Revised Code, each such declared losing candidate or
nominee must file with the board such written request to stop the
recount from commencing. The board shall grant such request and

shall not commence the recount.

In the case of a recount of votes cast upon a question or
igsue, any group of five or more qualified electors, who voted
upon such question or issue and whose votes were in opposition to
the votes of the members of the group of electors who applied for
the recount, or for whom the recount was required by section
3515.011 of the Revised Code, may file with the board a written
statement to that effect, shall designate in it one of their
number as chairperson of such group, may appoint an attorney at
law as their legal counsel, and may request that the persons so
designated be permitted to attend and observe the recount.
Thereupon, the persons so designated may attend and observe the

recount.

Sec. 3515.14. Upon completion of the trial of a contest of
election, the court shall pronounce judgment as to which candidate
was nominated or elected or whether the judicial retention
candidate or the issue was approved or rejected by the voters;
except that in the case of the contest of election of a member of
the general assembly such judgment shall not be pronounced by the
court but a transcript of all testimony taken and all evidence
adduced in such contest shall be filed with the clerk or exeeutive
seeretary chief adminigtrative officer of the branch of the

legislative body to which the contestee was declared elected,
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which shall determine the election and qualification of its own

members.

Any person declared nominated or elected by the court shall
be entitled to kis a certificate of nomination or election. A
certified copy of the order of such court constitutes such
certificate. If the judgment is against the contestee or incumbent
and ke the contestee or incumbent has already received a
certificate of nomination or election, the judgment of the court

shall work a cancellation of such certificate.

If the court decides that the election resulted in a tie
vote, such decision shall be certified to the board of elections
having jurisdiction and said board shall publicly determine by lot
which of such persons shall be declared elected. If the court
finds that no person was elected, the judgment shall be that the

election be set aside.

Section 2. That existing sections 3501.01, 3513.052, 3513.10,
3513.261, 3515.01, 3515.011, 3515.03, and 3515.14 and sections

3513.16 and 3513.28 of the Revised Code are hereby repealed.

Section 3. Sections 1 and 2 of this act take effect January

1, 2015.

Section 4. Section 3501.01 of the Revised Code is presented
in this act as a composite of the section as amended by Am. Sub.
H.B. 59, Am. Sub. S.B. 109, and Am. Sub. S.B. 193 all of the 130th
General Assembly. The General Assembly, applying the principle
stated in division (B) of section 1.52 of the Revised Code that
amendments are to be harmonized if reasonably capable of
simultaneous operation, finds that the composite is the resulting
version of the section in effect prior to the effective date of

the section as presented in this act.
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