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Public Education and Information Standing Committee and the

Liaison with Public Offices Standing Committee

Meeting Summary

September 12, 2013

On September 12, 2013, the Public Education and Information Standing Committee and the Liaison with Public Offices Standing Committee held a joint meeting. There is significant overlap between the two Committees, and the Committees discussed how the Commission’s marketing and communications efforts could be divided between the two Committees. 

The Committees discussed the importance of providing more information to the legislature about Commission recommendations than was provided in the 1970s Commission. One possible division of responsibilities discussed was the Public Education and Information Committee taking primary responsibility for informing the public about the Commission’s work and the Liaison with Public Offices Committee taking primary responsibility for informing the legislature about Commission recommendations.

The Committees discussed the importance of keeping the legislature informed about the Commission’s work and about possible Commission recommendations. Several legislative members present noted that they were informing their respective caucuses about the Commission’s progress.

The Committees discussed whether dissenting opinions or minority reports would be submitted along with Commission recommendations, an issue that will need to be resolved before recommendations are made to the legislature.

The Committee was informed by legislative members about a law enacted by the last General Assembly that limited the ability of legislative staff to be involved in the advocacy of issues on the ballot. It was agreed that an opinion ought to be sought about how this law will impact Commission members and staff.

The importance of the Commission’s regional meetings to seek public input was noted, and it was suggested that if the Commission’s Executive Director is not appointed in the near future, these Committees ought to coordinate these regional meetings.

The Committees discussed how we ought to determine the ongoing marketing and communications needs of the Commission. The Committees agreed to meet jointly and to seek testimony from existing state PR officials and those involved in previous statewide amendment, initiative, or referendum campaigns to more clearly identify the Commission’s marketing and communications needs.

Respectfully Submitted,

Roger L Beckett, Chair
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