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Ohio Constitutional Modernization Commission
Judicial branch and the administration of justice
Janet Abaray, Chair

Thursday, October 10th, 2013
Vice Chair Fischer called the meeting of Judicial Branch and the Administration of Justice to order at 9:05 a.m. A quorum was not present and the committee proceeded as a subcommittee. 
Chairwoman Abaray previously circulated discussion regarding the agenda of the committee in regards to evaluating proposals for judicial selection and election.

Vice Chair Fischer discussed the suggestions of Chairwoman Abaray with the committee. After much discussion, the committee decided on the following:
1. Promote the independence of the judiciary

2. Increase the respect and public confidence of the judicial branch

3. Ensure the well qualified persons serve in the judiciary

4. Increase public awareness of the candidates as well as increase public participation in the judicial selection process

5. Reflect the priorities of Ohio residents

6. Deem whether the proposal demands constitutional action

A. Be active in selection of Supreme Court judges

B. Focus on the manageability for success

With a quorum now present, the committee will operate as a full committee. The minutes from the previous meeting were read and approved without objection.

Vice Chair Fischer then requested an update from a meeting between the Ohio Judicial Conference, Justice French, Judge Fischer, and Speaker Kurfess. Judge Fischer mentioned that the Ohio Judicial Conference was looking at the following items: judicial and elected officials compensation, court funding, uniformity in the management of municipal and county courts, active participation of judges on advisory boards, indigent defense, case priorities for civil, criminal and other cases, whether to continue mayor’s courts, constitution matters and the defense against them, and intradistrict disputes.  
Sen. Obhof asked for the purpose of the criteria for the agenda of the committee in regards to evaluating proposals for judicial selection and election and proposed adding something to recognize the possible impact of the legislature on the judicial branch. 
Vice Chair Fischer asked to vote on these guidelines. Dennis Mulvihill moved to adopt the guidelines. Rep. Murray seconded the motion. Without objection the guidelines were accepted. 
Steven Steinglass asked the committee whether they would like to delve deeper into the 1970 Commission’s reports. Rep. Murray mentioned that the philosophical debate could last forever and the committee needs to start with concrete proposals. Sen. Obhof stated that most of it relates to legislation and not the constitution. 
Dennis Mulvihill inquired if the committee would tackle the issue of judicial elections first. Vice Chair Fischer stated that Chairwoman Abaray wishes to do so. Dennis Mulvihill mentioned that he would like to hear more discussion on direct elections (i.e. governor appointments) as well. Speaker Kurfess agreed and would like to discuss more about filling judicial vacancies. Sen. Obhof would like to dicuss jurisdictional courts. 

With no further business the committee adjourned at 10:36 a.m.
	Janet Abaray, Chair

	Judge Patrick Fischer, Vice Chair
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