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TO:	Representative William G. Batchelder
	Senator Charleta Tavarez
	Co-Chairs, Ohio Constitutional Modernization Commission

FROM:	Janet G. Abaray, Chairman
	Judicial Branch and Administration of Justice Subcommittee

RE:	April 10, 2014 Meeting Notes

CC:	Judge Patrick Fischer

	The Judicial Branch and Administration of Justice Subcommittee met on April 10, 2014.  Roll call was taken and prior Minutes approved.  A quorum was present.

	The subcommittee held further discussion on improvements to the Ohio judicial election/selection process.  Professor Saphire presented on 5 different models for selection of judges used in other jurisdictions.  Of note was the fact that some states use a hybrid approach, in which trial level judges are elected and appellate and supreme court justices are appointed through various procedures.  

	The Chair offered for discussion written alternative proposals for modifications of the election system, which included an alternative to elect justices by region, and another to elect supreme court justices for a lengthy term (the proposal was 12 years) subject to an early retention election, but with no opportunity for re-election after completion of the extended term.  Discussions were had if any jurisdictions follow this type of model, which could conceivably increase the perception of independence of the judiciary by removing the issue of running for reelection.  

	Discussions were had about the advisability of adopting a hybrid proposal.  No vote was taken but several members supported further consideration of this model.

	Members discussed the current limits on campaign contributions imposed by the Supreme Court.  Some members expressed dissatisfaction with the current limits, as well as disagreement with the jurisdiction of the Supreme Court to exercise authority over campaign limits based upon the Modern Courts Amendment. The Chair suggested that debate about the Modern Courts Amendment could be better managed as a separate discussion from the judicial selection/election discussion.  

	Other issues discussed were qualifications for Supreme Court justices, moving judicial elections to odd numbered years, adoption of a uniform mandatory retirement age, the location of the judicial election on the ballot, and party identification on the ballot.  Members strongly disagree about whether party identification should be included on the ballot in judicial elections.

	All members present agreed that the proposal of a non-partisan primary for judicial candidates should not be further pursued.

	The Subcommittee agreed to have members begin preparation of specific written proposals, and to seek further data on the topics above from Professor Steinglass.  The subcommittee will continue to pursue two alternative proposals, one based on selection and one addressing election issues.

	The meeting conclude at 11:30 a.m.
	
