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Thursday, May 9, 2013

Chairwoman Abaray called the Ohio Constitutional Modernization Committee on the Judicial Branch and the Administration of Justice to order at 12:00 PM and asked the clerk to call the roll. 

Following roll call, the committee preceded with its first order of business. 

Chairwoman Abaray discussed a general overview of what the committee will be concerning, and questioned the committee about possible subject matter specific subgroups, to which they declined. 

The committee then discussed administrative matters, including their possible budget or ability to purchase items, how to obtain resources, and if there is a set standard of general committee procedures that must be followed. 

Next, the committee discussed possible organizations that may be of assistance to them for the purpose of research or general input, these included: the Prosecutor’s Association, the Criminal Defense Association, and the Judicial Conference. 

Finally, the committee discussed the topics they hope to consider. Those included:

· A historical overview of the Constitution and the Supreme Court’s interpretation up to modern day

· Possible removal of no longer relevant portions of Constitution or portions of the Constitution that conflict with statute or court rules 

· Criminal law

· Bail

· Rights of accused

· Civil law

· Failure to pay debt resulting in imprisonment 

· Judicial issues

· Election vs. appointment of judges 

· Relationship between the Legislative and Judicial branch

· Specific to rule making

· The rules of evidence vs. the rules of civil procedure 

· The general issue of privacy as well as search and seizure as it relates to surveillance and increased developments in technology

Following the completion of discussing which topics to cover, Chairwoman Abaray adjourned the committee at 12:41 PM.
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