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		Chairman Readler called the meeting of the Ohio Constitutional Modernization Subcommittee on Education, Public Institutions, and Miscellaneous & Local Government to order at 10:30 a.m. and asked the clerk to call the roll.  A quorum was present. 

The Chairman asked Committee members to review and approve the minutes from the August 8, 2013 meeting. Without objection the minutes were approved. 

The Chairman summarized the work of the Committee over the summer months and inquired the opinions of Committee members with regards to topics at future committee meetings. Vice Chairman Gilbert noted that the Committee has two paths, one path leads to the discussion and handle of soft topics versus hard topics and in what order. 

Dr. Macon inquired the difference between the two. Vice Chairman Gilbert elaborated that the soft topics may include casinos, in which there is passed legislation and has both been vetted and defined. The Committee work with regards to casinos would be slight by way of recommendations to the full Commission. The hard topics would include education, a topic that stirs dissention amongst key players. 

Commissioner Brooks stated that education should be the focus of the Committee moving forward. Adding that it is in the best interest of the children of Ohio to consider to early learning initiatives and pay attention to factors including demographical issues surrounding learning. Representative Sykes agreed with Commissioner Brooks that the significance of education, namely early childhood learning is invaluable. 

Chairman Readler inquired the effective and efficient means to address the issues of education, public institutions, and local governments.  Governor Taft noted there is no urgency in examining a constitutional amendment, and suggested that the Committee hear from local government representatives to identify key priorities. Commissioner Brooks added there is a Local Government Commission in which the Chair of the Commission could share report findings with the Committee. 

Chairman Readler suggested each Committee meeting be allotted for a topic; with the three buckets of topics being education, local government and public institutions. Commissioner Brooks suggested inviting Dr. James Heckman from the University of Chicago to present to the Committee his work on early childhood learning. 
Chairman Readler inquired in what order to set future meetings. Mr. Beckett noted that testimonies from past Committee meetings have not given him a grasp on Constitutional topics in which suggest priority and suggested a helpful course of action would be to have more focus placed on the constitutional problems of the three buckets of topics, education, local government and public institutions. Commissioner Brooks inquired whether Mr. Beckett was referring to the constitutional problems or challenges. Mr. Beckett stated to identify the problems within the constitution would be a helpful course of action. 
 
Vice Chairman Gilbert noted that the charge of the Committee is to examine the hard issues, gather recommendations and made motion to set the Committee topic priorities as follows: 
  1) Education
  2) Public Institutions 
  3) Local Governments 
The motion was accepted. 

	Representative Clyde added whilst examining education, the Committee should also assess higher education issues surround student loan debt, thus ensuring a robust discussion of education from early childhood to k-12 and higher education. 
	
	Chairman Readler mentioned that there are obsolete portions of the Constitution that require examination. And inquired is it the pleasure of the Committee to examine the obsolete portions first and transition to education. Commissioner Brooks suggested that a subcommittee of the Education Committee to address obsolete “deadwood” portions of the Constitution. 
Vice Chairman Gilbert agreeing with Commissioner Brooks added that most of the deadwood portions are not to be addressed by the Committee and made motion for the subcommittee to address obsolete portions and move forward with the topic of education. The motion was agree to. 
	Mr. Beckett stated that Article VII Section I of the Constitution was not addressed. Commissioner Brooks added this portion of the Constitution is worth addressing as it contains offensive language. Vice Chairman Gilbert agreeing with Commissioner Brooks and Mr. Beckett stated that Dean Steinglass has outlined these provisions. Representative Sykes added that the Committee should submit a request to Dean Steinglass to report on these provisions. 

	Governor Taft said the Committee should bring in experts on State Constitution to provide testimony. Commissioner Brooks agreed with Governor Taft’s statement. Chairman Readler suggested Dean Steinglass to provide testimony. Representative Sykes noted the importance of providing the public an opportunity to contribute. 

	Commissioner Brooks asked about whether the Committee meetings will be video recorded. Chairman Readler stated that video recordings are not yet made available to the Committee. Mr. Beckett added that video recordings of Committee meetings is still under discussion and according to OGT rules only Committees chaired by Members of the General Assembly are approved for video recordings. It is his understanding this topic will be addressed by the General Assembly. 

	Dr. Macon asked if persons slated to provide presentation before the Committee can submit a synopsized version of their presentation in advance, stating that having some background information before the Committee meeting is helpful. Commissioner Brooks asked whether persons presenting information before the Committee should be regarded as presentations or testimonies, as they are not sworn in, is presentation a more befitting term? Vice Chairman Gilbert noted the term presentation over testimony is indeed less intimidating.  Dr. Macon noted the term presentation over testimony is used at meetings of the full Commission. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]	With no further business, Chairman Readler moved to adjourn, Representative Sykes seconded, and the Committee adjourned at 11:22 a.m. 
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