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Ohio Constitutional Modernization Commission
Bill of Rights & Voting Committee
Richard Saphire, Chair

Wednesday, July 10, 2013
Chairman Saphire called the meeting of the Bill of Rights & Voting Committee to order at 12:09pm and asked staff to call the roll.  The following members were present: Chairman Saphire, Vice Chair Justice French, Representative Amstutz, Representative Clyde, Judge Fischer, and Senator Skindell. A quorum being present, the committee operated as a full committee.
Chairman Saphire called Steven Steinglass forward to speak to the committee.  Mr. Steinglass began by outlining the documents he submitted to the committee for their review.  Mr. Steinglass proceeded to discuss judicial interpretation of the Ohio Constitution, Article 1, Sections 1-21; Article 2, Section 8.  Throughout Mr. Steinglass’ presentation, discussion among members of the committee occurred regarding the substance of each article mentioned.
Upon the conclusion of Mr. Steinglass’ presentation, Chairman Saphire asked the committee to review the minutes of the previous meeting.  Vice Chair Justice French motioned to approve the minutes of the previous meeting and Senator Skindell seconded the motion.  Without objection, the minutes from the previous meeting were approved.

Chairman Saphire brought up for discussion the method for how the committee should proceed with regard to allowing public participation.  Chairman Saphire suggested three potential methods: 1) proceeding without public commenting for the time being; 2) only proceeding once public commenting is completed; or 3) a dual track that allows for public comment while the committee continues to work on subjects that may not have public commenting readily available.  Discussion followed regarding the proposed methods for proceeding.  Members agreed the third option was likely best.  Vice Chair Justice French suggested that the committee could work first on issues that the public is less likely to wish to offer comment.  Mr. Gilbert suggested that Chairman Saphire and Vice Chair Justice French could draft a list of potential topics that the committee could work on before receiving public comment.
Chairman Saphire raised the question of whether the committee should meet in August or September.  Vice Chair Justice French suggested she and Chairman Saphire could propose to the Commission by August a process for moving forward with regard to public commenting.  The committee agreed not to meet until September, after a process has been set up.
With no further business, the committee adjourned at 2:25pm.
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